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Dubious Jubilees 
	  

Some Jubilee-associated issues hide a variety of motives. Such 
unauthorized manifestations should not be dismissed out of hand 
since they form part of philatelic history; are often of more interest 
than the genuine articles; and frequently command a higher value. 

	  
	  

Bogus Overprints 
	  

Tristan da Cunha did not participate with its own stamps for the 
Silver Jubilee. Instead, it used those of other territories - principally 
Great Britain. The examples shown below, though professionally 
overprinted at the instigation of the Rev. Harold Wilde, the island’s 
administrator, are certainly not part of an official issue. 

	  
	  

 
	  

With “Tristan da Cunha” printed at the top of the stamp, there appears at the 
bottom, for an as yet unexplained reason, a serial number that is different for 
each stamp. From these, it has been estimated that there exist just over thirty 
examples for each of the halfpenny and penny denominations - most of which 
have yet to come to light. His Reverence appears to have given away some of 
these stamps to acquaintances as tokens of appreciation. 

	  
Propaganda Parody 

	  
In 1944, the Nazi regime in Germany produced parodies of several British 
stamps. It was thought that they were instigated by Himmler on seeing parodies 
of the German 6 pf. stamp on which appeared Himmler instead of Hitler. 

	  
The job of producing the “stamps” was given to Major Bernard Kruger of a 
specialised section of the counter-espionage department of the Gestapo in 
Berlin. He normally dealt with forged documents. 

	  
The work was carried out at Sachsenhausen concentration camp at Orienburg 
and the best engravers and typographers - nearly all Jewish - were enlisted. 
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Distribution was intended to be by Luftwaffe drops over troop concentrations 
and the larger towns of England but nearly all the stock remained 
undistributed. 

	  

 
	  

The parody based upon the Great Britain Silver Jubilee 1/2d design shows Stalin’s head and 
the inscription: “This is a Jew(i)sh war, 1939-1944”. 

	  
They were printed by an offset press on redundant food coupon paper with a wavy line 
watermark and ungummed, then perforated by a machine used to perforate theatre tickets. 

	  
Some of these were “cancelled” with a c.d.s. reading: “London AAA-O, 6 June 44, special 
stamp”. Quite an interesting date for them to choose! 

	  
Spoof Set 

	  
The artist Gerald King, better known for his “Wonderland” issues to honour Lewis Carroll, 
also turned his attention to the Silver Jubilee with an “alternative” issue for Lundy Island. 
Based upon the colonial Windsor Castle design and denominated in Puffins, King’s Jubilee 
range extends to die proofs, colour trials, imprint blocks and first day covers. 

	  

 
	  

In a departure from the legitimate issues, the above corner marginal block boasts a De La 
Rue imprint. Odd then that it should incorporate a Bradbury Wilkinson flaw, the extra 
Flagstaff, albeit at 10/2 instead of the 9/1 position. 
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